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Europe bans Bayer’s thiacloprid insecticide
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MOST POPULAR IN ENVIRONMENT
Plastic has a problem; is chemical recycling the solution?
Plastics recycling with microbes and worms is further away than people think
Chemistry may have solutions to our plastic trash problem
Carbon capture drives metal puriﬁcation
Should plastics be a source of energy?
The hunt is on for GenX chemicals in people
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Bayer maintains that thiacloprid, a neonicotinoid that is suspected to harm pollinators, can be used safely.

T

he European Commission has again moved against neonicotinoid insecticides by choosing not to renew a European license for
Bayer’s thiacloprid because of health and environmental concerns. It is the fourth neonicotinoid excluded in Europe.

Neonicotinoids, a class of systemic insecticides developed by Bayer and others in the 1990s, are used on food crops globally. The
insecticides ﬁrst gained approval in the European Union in 2004. Some scientists point to neonicotinoids as a cause of declining bee
populations.

“The scientiﬁc advice from EFSA [the European Food Safety Authority] is clear: there are environmental concerns related to the use of this
pesticide, particularly its impact on groundwater, but also related to human health, in reproductive toxicity,” Stella Kyriakides, European
commissioner for health and food safety, says in a statement.

Bayer says that it respects the EC’s decision but that it believes thiacloprid-based products “can be used safely.” The company also says it
will continue to sell thiacloprid in other regions of the world. “Sixteen European member states conﬁrmed that without thiacloprid,
insuﬃcient chemical alternatives remain available for numerous crop-pest combinations,” Bayer says.
Some experts also say that alternatives are lacking. “Despite studies showing that neonicotinoids can pose acute risks to bees and other
pollinators, there is still a real requirement for eﬀective substitutes in a number of crop-pest combinations,” says Robert Harwood,
managing director of the agriculture consulting ﬁrm CPL Business Consultants.
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